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IN A move that is likely to act as a deter-
rent against the menace of ‘paid news’ in
all future elections, the Election Com-
mission on Thursday disqualified Um-
lesh Yadav, a sitting MLA from Bisauli
in Uttar Pradesh, and also barred her
from being member of any legislature
in the country for the next three years.

The action came in the form of a 23-
page order signed by all the three Elec-
tion Commissioners. It was taken on
grounds that Umlesh Yadav, wife of
BSP leader D P Yadav, had provided
false information on her election ex-
penditure incurred on ‘advertisement’
published during the 2007 assembly
elections in two Hindi dailies.

The issue was brought to the notice
of the EC in April last year after the
Press Council of India (PCI) passed its
judgment on a complaint filed by one
Yogendra Kumar against the two dailies
— Dainik Jagran and Amar Ujala — for
publishing paid news on eve of assembly
election for Bisauli. Kumar had com-
plained that ‘paid news’ items were pub-
lished just a day before polling in favour
of Umlesh Yadav, who was contesting as
a Rashtriya Privartan Dal candidate.

Both newspapers challenged the al-
legation and asserted that the said item
was an advertisement (ADVT) as men-
tioned at the bottom of the said article
and also furnished bills for it. “The for-
mat of impugned material was such that
it would appear as a news report to the
layman.... The act was not only unethical

by journalistic standards but also in vio-
lation of election laws,” PCI had said.

Based on PCI’s ruling, the EC had
held the said items as paid news and
sought details of Umlesh Yadav’s poll
expenditure from the District Election
Officer. It was then found the expendi-
ture on the said paid news was not clear
from the account submitted by her.

In response to a notice from the EC,
Yadav denied issuing the advertise-
ment. In their replies, the dailies fur-
nished details of the bills issued in the
name of D P Yadav, the then chief of
Rashtriya Parivartan Dal, who merged
his party with BSP in 2008. After fur-
ther examining the issue, the EC con-
cluded that Umlesh Yadav had “failed
to lodge her account of election expen-
diture in the manner required by law”.

Paid news: EC disqualifies DP Yadav’s wife

NEW DELHI: India and France have resolved
to strengthen and widen bilateral ties and have
made commitments to increase cooperation on
a range of issues, including high end defence
technology and nuclear energy during the visit
by French Foreign Minister Alian Juppe.

After extensive talks between Juppe and his
Indian counterpart S M Krishna, the two coun-
tries resolved to co-operate in joint defence re-
search and development programmes and
named the Short Range Surface to Air Missile
(SRSAM) project and the Kaveri jet engine
programme as priority areas.

Civil nuclear co-operation was also one of
the key issues discussed with both nations
looking forward to the finalisation of the con-
tract to construct reactors at the Jaitapur
plant at the earliest. Juppe assured India that
stringent safety standards would be imple-
mented in the Jaitapur plant even as Krishna
reaffirmed India’s commitment to the nu-
clear power project. ENS

France assures
stringent safety for

Jaitapur plant

PRITHA CHATTERJEE
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 20

MAHARASHTRA’s
emergency medical
system, envisaged after

the serial blasts in 2006, and
marked with incessant delays
since then, is finally on track.
The state government has now
roped in experts at AIIMS to
provide technical support in the
planning and design of the 937
ambulances it plans to roll out
under the NHRM.

“There are no standards in In-
dia on the design of ambulances.
The Maharashtra government is
the first to acknowledge the
need for proper designing and
planning of not only the ambu-
lances, but an entire trauma
management system. We have
been asked to provide consul-
tancy services,” said Professor
Shakti Gupta, head of hospital
administration at AIIMS.

However, the project has been
marked by delays and controver-
sies. The first tender awarded to
Satyam’s EMRI in 2008 had to
be hurriedly withdrawn after the
Satyam scandal. “AIIMS has
helped us in the role of a consul-
tant in providing complete tech-
nical support in the design of the
ambulances. Since the 1,000-odd
ambulances will be deployed
across the state, including re-
mote areas, we did not want to
leave any lacunae in the design
and technical viability,” said
Health Minister Suresh Shetty.

The ambulances have been de-
signed on the basis of interna-
tional standards with specifica-
tions for body structure, vehicular
design and interior chambers.

“Ambulance design should be
based on ergonomics or the sci-
ence of designing a space after
taking into consideration the re-
lationship between workers and

their environment. The height
and width specifications are very
important for ensuring adequate
space for moving the patient in
and out,” explained Dr Gupta.

The positioning of the medical
equipment and the doctor or
paramedics with respect to the
patient is also crucial. “AIIMS
did a study of road ambulances
in India under the Ministry of
Road Transport and found gross
inadequacies in the volumetric
space distribution. For example,
the doctor’s seat is almost always
adjacent to the patient instead
of facing him/her. The seating
space is narrow, with gas cylin-
ders and monitors crowded in-
side in a totally unscientific man-
ner,” said Dr Gupta. The
lighting in ambulances is also
crucial and nearly all Indian am-
bulances use regular tubelights,
which is totally unacceptable as a
doctor may be required to per-
form emergency procedures.

“We are trying to cover all as-
pects to prepare the best possi-
ble structure that will set an ex-
ample for other states,” Shetty
said. However, with such strict
standards, the tendering process
has been given an extension
since only two companies have
come forward, while others have
sent queries. The government
has invited experts from AIIMS
to meet the companies and clear
their doubts. The tendering
process has also been extended
as the government hopes to en-
sure more participation.

Maharashtra first to have
standard ambulance design

AIIMS has fixed the minimum
length at 310 cm and
width at 1,500 mm

A minimum of two windows on each door leaf and one openable
(sliding/tilting/roll down) window on each side wall. The inside of the
compartment will also have a 40-mm thick non-toxic insulation for
reduction of heat and noise. For maintaining noise levels in the patient
compartment, levels measured at six different locations — patient ear, rear
side of interior of ambulance, front side of interior of patient compartment,
on left and right side of patient cabin with reference to centreline of the
cabin — should not exceed80 dB(A)

Cabin

Lighting
Diffused flicker-free
automotive grade
(12V, minimum
4,000 deg Kelvin)
lighting in patient com-
partment as standard

Equipment
Mandatory for oxygen cylinders to
have certification from the Chief Controller of
Explosives, Government of India, Nagpur. The
pneumonic transport ventilator, defibrillator,
cardiac monitor, suction pump and other
equipment have all been stardardised

Stock
83 DRUGS will be
stocked in each ambulance
AIIMS has also provided
specifications for the vehicle
engine and tyres

DESIGN
SPECIFICATIONS

intended to display it in Misrata’s
central square.

Within an hour of the news of
Gaddafi’s death, the Arab twitter-
sphere lit up with gleeful comments,
many of them hinting at a similar
fate awaiting other Arab dictators
— most notably President Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh of Yemen and Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad of Syria.

One of them read: “Ben Ali es-
caped, Mubarak is in jail, Gaddafi
was killed. Which fate do you pre-
fer, Ali Abdullah Saleh? You can
consult with Bashar.”

Another was more direct:
“Bashar al-Assad, how do you feel
today?”

A popular link showed a cartoon
with portraits of the five dictators —
the first three with big red X’s
painted over them — while below
them walks an angry-looking man
toting a large brush covered with
red paint. Written on the man’s
clothing is “the people”, in Arabic.

Mahmoud Jibril said he had no
details on how Gaddafi had been
killed, but added that he was confi-
dent that the death had not been
caused by NATO warplanes — one
of several rumours that flew as the
news broke.

In a statement from NATO’s
Libya operations headquarters in
Naples, spokesman Col Roland
Lavoie confirmed that its aircraft
had struck two armed Libyan mili-
tary vehicles near Sirte but that
NATO officers had no idea who
may have been in them. “It is not
NATO policy to target specific indi-
viduals,” he said.

Mohamed Benrasali, a member
of the national council’s Tripoli Sta-
bilization Committee, said fighters
from Misrata who were deployed in
Sirte had told him that Gaddafi was

captured alive in a car leaving Sirte.
He was badly injured, with wounds
in his head and both legs, and died
soon after, Benrasali said.

Al Jazeera quoted an unidenti-
fied official of the Transitional Na-
tional Council as saying Moussa
Ibrahim, a former spokesman of
Gaddafi, had been captured near
Sirte.

There were unconfirmed re-
ports that one of Gaddafi’s feared
sons, Muatassim, had been cap-
tured or killed with his father. The
whereabouts of another son, Seif al-
Islam, who has been on the run
since the fall of Tripoli, remained
unclear.

The Obama administration, a
major supporter of the anti-Gaddafi
rebels, was initially cautious in its re-
action, apparently awaiting ir-
refutable proof of his death. Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton, asked
about it during a trip to Pakistan,
said: “If the reports are true, I think
it offers a new opportunity for Libya
to move forward to the future.”

At the European Union head-
quarters in Brussels, President Her-
man Van Rompuy said Gaddafi’s
death “marks the end of an era of
despotism,” AFP reported.

Officials of the post-Gaddafi
government had said that Gaddafi’s
death or capture would allow them
to declare the country liberated and
in control of its borders, and to start
a process that would lead to an elec-
tion for a national council within
eight months.

Earlier on Thursday, Libyan
fighters had announced the fall of
Sirte, Gaddafi’s last remaining bas-
tion. A military spokesman for the
interim government, Abdel Rah-
man Busin, said, “Surt is fully liber-
ated.” NYT

and will get Rs 75 lakh for 1.8 km of
rural road. Gorakhpur district, a
large part of which falls in the LS
constituency of Varun’s BJP col-
league Yogi Adityanath, too has got
sanction for only one rural road pro-
ject of 2 km.

In terms of total length, Con-
gress MPs have got a total of about
430 km of roads in their backyards
— nearly 53 per cent of the total 812
km sanctioned by the central gov-
ernment under the Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY).

Rural Development Minister
Jairam Ramesh said the sanction
for the projects has nothing to do
with politics. “No idea whatsoever.
Not a factor at all in approval,”
Jairam said when asked about the
skew in favour of Congress MPs.

Asked about the vast difference
in the number of projects in Rahul’s

and Varun’s districts, Jairam
blamed the state government for
sending a skewed proposal. How-
ever, districts represented by the
BSP have got only 142 km of road
projects in the sanction communi-
cated by Jairam to Chief Minister
Mayawati last week. The districts
represented by BSP MPs — Sita-
pur, Mau, Ambedkar Nagar and
Deoria — have got a total 102 pro-
jects among themselves.

Districts represented by the BJP
— Agra (19), Azamgarh (3),
Gorakhpur (1), Lucknow (15), and
Pilibhit (1) — have got a total of 39
projects; a total length of little over
48 km. Districts represented by Lok
Sabha MPs from the Samajwadi
Party, which supports the Congress-
led UPA at the centre but is in op-
position in the state, has got a total
81 projects.

both with the Bhavan and the uni-
versity, he alerted both.

“The university told us that she
was charging from them also. They
told us that either we pay or you
pay,” Singhania told The Indian Ex-
press. “In the end, the university
paid her fare.”

That’s not all. Her office claimed
Business class fare even though the
flight that she used had only Econ-
omy class, said a university official.
“We had to decline the Business
class request and we paid her Econ-
omy fare,” he said.

According to the report in
Chhattisgarh, her office had asked
for Rs 30,000. “She was eventually
paid not more than Rs 9,000-10,000

by the university,” added Singhania.
Asked why her office had ap-

proached both the Bhavan and the
university and asked each to pay for
what was the same journey, Bedi
told The Indian Express: “No one
has claimed (anything). Every thing
is offered, the invitees invite and of-
fer. And anything saved is ploughed
into the (India Vision) Foundation
(her NGO) for causes. So what is
the issue? Who is the beneficiary?
Not me. It’s back to causes. I do-
nate all my book royalties, writing
honorariums, award moneys,
speaker fees and more. And most
of all my time and energy... (I)
choose to travel to reach out for the
larger good.”

Host put foot down to Bedi

Govt goes extra km for Cong

Bloody Libyaration

LUCKNOW: A man carrying a
firearm was caught near Rahul
Gandhi at Amethi in Uttar Pradesh
on Thursday — the third such inci-
dent this year — raising questions
on his security arrangements.

Special Protection Group (SPG)
men caught a youth carrying a re-
volver as he approached Rahul
Gandhi near Ram Leela ground in
his constituency, Amethi. The
weapon was not loaded but the man
carried cartridges in his pocket.

Similar incidents had taken
place in Noida on May 12 and in
Aligarh on July 17.

District SP Vijay Singh Meena
told The Indian Express that Rahul
Gandhi stopped his vehicle seeing a
crowd of locals waiting for him at a
crossing. When he was shaking

hands with the people and talking to
them, a youth carrying an applica-
tion moved close to him.

The SPG men spotted a revolver
stuck in his waist, overpowered him
and handed him over to the police.

Meena said the youth, who
identified himself as Pradeep Soni,
was a jeweller who runs a shop at
the nearby market. The weapon he
carried was licensed. He had
bought it after his father and
brother were murdered four
months ago, police said. Soni
wanted to hand over an applica-
tion to Rahul Gandhi, requesting
for action in the murder case. He
told the police that he had met
Rahul Gandhi during his visits in
the past, the SP said.

BHUPENDRA PANDEY

Rahul security breached again,
man caught with revolver


